
1

Notes

on the

Prophecy of Nahum
John R.Ecob D.D.

“The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 
God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and 
is furious; the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he 
reserveth wrath for his enemies. The LORD is slow to anger, and great 
in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked...
The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth 
them that trust in him. But with an overrunning flood he will 
make an utter end of the place thereof, and darkness shall pursue 
his enemies” (Nahum1:1-3,7-8).
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Chapter 2
The Babylonians and Medes who “dash in pieces” have come 
against Nineveh.  The Assyrians had completed God’s chastening  
of Israel and Judah and had emptied their land. Now Nineveh 
must  prepare to be judged.  Chariots would rage in Nineveh’s 
streets, the wall would be broken and the city flooded; the palace 
would be burned (dissolved).  The Queen and her maids would 
be taken captive.  All the vast riches of Nineveh would be spoiled 
and the city left empty.  
The lions and young lions that were kept for the King to engage 
in lion-hunts would be put to the sword and the chariots would 
be burned.  Nineveh’s proud boasting will be silenced.

Chapter 3
Woe to Nineveh that had earned the reputation for being a 
murderous, bloodthirsty city full of lies and robbery.  The 
Assyrians had brought the gold and silver of all the nations to 
Nineveh and it was a treasure city of stolen riches.  The chariots of 
the Assyrians had left carcases everywhere and spread witchcraft; 
she was the “mistress of witchcraft” and idolatry (whoredom).
God was against Nineveh and she would be a desolate waste 
and a “gazingstock”.  She is now an archeological gazingstock for 
archeologists.
If Thebes (No-Amon) could be destroyed by the Assyrians so 
could Nineveh be destroyed.  No matter what preparations that 
would be made for the siege, Nineveh would be destroyed and 
her “shepherds” (rulers) slain. Nineveh would never be restored.

Summary of Nahum
Chapter 1

Nahum begins by describing the greatness of God and states He is 
a “jealous” God who takes vengeance on His enemies but He is a 
“stronghold” in the day of trouble to all who trust in Him.  Nineveh 
is to be destroyed and an “utter end” to be made of the city (1:8-9).
God would punish Sennacherib’s blasphemous boasting and 
Nineveh would be cut down.  Judah would be freed from the 
Assyrian yoke.
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Introduction

The burden of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, is the message of 
the prophet Nahum the Elkoshite.  Jerome, who wrote about 

AD400, claimed that Nahum came from a small village in Galilee 
named Elkosh but a Jewish tradition states that he lived on the east 
side of the Tigrus River near Nineveh, where it is claimed, his tomb 
is to be found.

Both of these traditions could be true for Scripture indicates that 
on several occasions the Assyrians invaded the northern tribes of 
Israel around Galilee and took captives back to Assyria. Perhaps 
Nahum was one of those captives.  He prophesied the destruction 
of Nineveh which took place in 612 B.C.

Exactly when Nahum wrote is not known but mention is made in 
his prophecy of the capture of the Egyptian city of Thebes (No-
Amon) by Ashurbanipal which occurred in 663B.C. (Nahum 3:8) so 
this would place the prophecy between 663B.C. and the destruction 
of Nineveh in 612 B.C.  

However, in Nahum 1:15 Judah is told that Assyria would no 
more pass through her and the last time the Assyrian army passed 
through Judah was in 650 B.C. when Ashurbanipal’s Assyrian 
armies withdrew from Egypt.  Manasseh king of Judah was 
reigning at that time and we know that at some time he was taken 
captive to Babylon by the King of Assyria and later released:

“The LORD spake to Manasseh, and to his people: but they would not 
hearken. Wherefore the LORD brought upon them the captains of 
the host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the 
thorns, and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. And 
when he was in affliction, he besought the LORD his God, and humbled 
himself greatly before the God of his fathers, And prayed unto him: and 
he was intreated of him, and heard his supplication, and brought him 
again to Jerusalem into his kingdom.” (2Chron.33:10-13).  

Manasseh was taken prisoner to Babylon at this time by the King of 
Assyria  just as Jehoahaz was taken to Egypt by Pharaoh-necho when 
he retreated after his defeated at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar at 
Carchemish (Jer.46:2).   It is possible therefore that Nahum wrote 
some time between 650 B.C. and 612 B.C.

Nahum prophesied in a “day of trouble” (Nahum 1:7)  and Israel 
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was certainly in trouble during the reign of Manasseh for before 
Manasseh humbled himself in the Babylonian prison it was said:

“Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to 
do worse than the heathen, whom the LORD had destroyed before the 
children of Israel” (2Chron.33:9).

Nineveh’s Blessed Beginning

We do well to look back at Nineveh’s beginnings and trace her 
history in order to better understand God’s dealings with her.  The 
story begins a few hundred years after the Flood when Nimrod built 
Babel and the surrounding cities in the Plain of Shinar between the 
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.   It only took a few hundred years for 
the human race to turn away from God and to commence to built 
a tower “whose top was unto heaven” (Gen.11:4).  There is no doubt 
that the worship of the heavenly bodies was rife a few centuries 
after the Flood and the Jewish Talmud recalls how the sun and 
moon were worshipped at that time.  The Tower of Babel was built 
to establish a temple to the heavenly bodies.

The three families that came out of the ark had spread along the 
Euphrates and Tigris Rivers as they journeyed east from Mount 
Ararat; some ventured south to Canaan and Egypt.

The family of Canaan, the grandson of Noah, came under a curse 
from Noah when he displayed ungodly attitudes. The Scripture 
indicates that his Canaan’s descendants settled in the land of 
Canaan practicing all forms of immoral and religious wickedness 
that ultimately led to their destruction by Joshua.

Nimrod was the nephew of Canaan and some of the descendants of 
Ham, Canaan’s father, went further south than Canaan into Egypt 
for we find Egypt described as “the land of Ham” (Ps.105:23,27; 
106:22).  Egypt was an extremely idolatrous nation and the plagues 
that God sent on Egypt in the time of Moses were directed against 
the gods of Egypt (Exod.12:12).

When Nimrod attempted to build the tower of Babel God judged 
the human race and confused the languages so that the Tower could 
not be completed and we read in Genesis 10:11-12 that 

“OUT OF THAT LAND (of Shinar) went forth Asshur, and builded 
Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah, and Resen between 
Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.”
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Asshur was from the family of 
Shem (Gen.10:22) which was 
the godly line.  Abraham also 
came from the line of Shem and 
God blessed the line of Shem 
for we read that Noah said:

“Blessed be the LORD God of 
Shem; and Canaan shall be his 
servant” (Gen.9:26).

Why then did Asshur, the 
second son of Shem and the 
father of the Assyrians, leave 
the land of Shinar, travel 450 
kilometres north to establish a new society just at the time when 
big things were happening in Babel?  The purpose of the society led 
by Nimrod was to unite the people and to prevent them scattering 
for they said, 

“Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto 
heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon 
the face of the whole earth” (Gen.11:4).

Nimrod’s intention was to prevent the people from scattering yet 
Asshur went against that sentiment and travelled 450 kilometres 
north to establish a separate kingdom.  Nimrod built four cities 
and Asshur built four cities which suggests this was a major 
separation of the people.  Most probably, Asshur left the land of 
Shinar because of the idolatry of Nimrod and the family of Ham.

If this be the case, and it seems the most likely explanation, then  
Nineveh had a Godly beginning about 2300BC.   Shem lived 500 
years after the Flood so his influence would have been present at 
the time Nineveh was built by his son.

Nineveh Repents

Little is heard of Nineveh until the time of Jonah.  Jonah was one 
of the earliest of the prophets and prophesied during the reign of 
Jeroboam II, King of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and we read 
of Jeroboam II:

“He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto 
the sea of the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of 
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Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the son 
of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gathhepher”  (2Kings 14:25).

This places the prophet Jonah sometime in the reign of Jeroboam 
which was between 838BC and 797BC.   It is thought Adad-Nirari 
the son of Queen Semiramis was reigning at Nineveh when Jonah 
prophesied against the city.   

The god Nebo was worshipped in Nineveh at that time in a system 
that Unger says “constituted an approach to monotheism”.   This 
contrasts with Babylon and Egypt where multiple gods were 
worshipped (polytheism) and this would seem to support the view 
that Nineveh was originally monotheistic and worshipped the one 
and only God of the Bible.  

When Nineveh was finally destroyed in 612BC by the Medes 
and Babylonians, the library containing 22,000 clay tablets and 
stone stelae established by Ashurbanipal, was buried. The library 
was discovered in the 19th century by archeologists.  Many of 
the cuniform writings told the story of Noah’s Flood.  The story 
contains all the main elements of the Biblical record mixed with 
some mythology.

The fact that the record of the Biblical Flood was preserved at 
Nineveh and that Nineveh had a monotheistic religion supports 
the view that Nineveh had a Godly beginning after the Flood.  Also, 
when Jonah preached at Nineveh the King of Nineveh repented and 
called the entire city to repent thus saving the city from destruction.  
The King and the people must have known about the Lord and 
recognised that they had offended against Him or he would not 
have repented.  We read:

“So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and 
put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 
For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, 
and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and 
sat in ashes. And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through 
Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying...cry mightily 
unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the 
violence that is in their hands. Who can tell if God will turn and 
repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?” 
(Jonah 3:5-9). 
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The message of Jonah was God’s last warning for the city of 
Nineveh to be spared but it was only about 50 years later that 
we find Pul, a Babylonian who had become the King of Assyria 
coming into Israel, and he was followed by other Assyrian 
kings: Tiglathpileser III, Shalmaneser V, Sargon II, Sennacherib, 
Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal.  All of these kings came either into 
the northern kingdom of Israel or into Judah and the last of these 
kings, Ashurbanipal, ruled in Nahum’s day.  

We never read of Babylon being given the opportunity to repent, 
but not because God did not want her to repent.  Jeremiah wrote:  

“Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: howl for her; take balm for 
her pain, if so be she may be healed. We would have healed Babylon, 
but she is not healed: forsake her” (Jer.51:8-9). 

Babylon had never made any profession of the Truth and began as 
a centre of idolatry in defiance of the Living God.  Nineveh was 
asked to repent and turn back to the Truth which she once knew in 
the days of Shem.

When Sennacherib came into Judah (712BC) he made the claim that 
the Lord had sent him.  He said:

“Am I now come up without the LORD against this land to destroy 
it? the LORD said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy 
it” (Isa.36:10).

Was Sennacherib lying or did the Lord actually instruct him to go 
up against Judah?  Judah needed chastisement so God could have 
sent Sennacherib. At least he knew about the Lord even though he 
was an idolator and worshipped before Nisroch his god at Nineveh 
(Isa.37:38).  He died in 681BC and Nineveh was destroyed in 612BC. 

The important point to note is that Jonah prophesied before the 
Assyrian armies began to make incursions into the north of Israel.

Sennacherib’s Blasphemy against the Lord Remembered

Nahum’s prophecy begins with the statement that God is jealous, 
revenges, and takes vengeance on His enemies.  The LORD is 
longsuffering, slow to anger, and great in power.  Creation is under 
His control and He withholds the rain so that the rivers are dry and 
the land is burned.  Nevertheless, God is good and “a stronghold in 
the day of trouble for all who put their trust in Him” (Nahum 1:2-7).
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God’s intention was to utterly destroy Nineveh so that she would 
no longer afflict Israel.  

“But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the 
place thereof, and darkness shall pursue his enemies. What do ye 
imagine against the LORD? he will make an utter end: affliction 
shall not rise up the second time (Nahum 1:8-9).

For nearly 150 years Assyrian Kings had passed through the land: In 
the days of Pul, Tiglathpileser, Shalmaneser, Sargon, Sennacherib, 
Esarhaddon and Ashurbanpal.  God said:
“There is one come out of thee (Nineveh), that imagineth evil against 
the LORD, a wicked counsellor. Thus saith the LORD; Though they 
be quiet, and likewise many, yet thus shall they be cut down, when he 
shall pass through. Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no 
more. For now will I break his yoke from off thee, and will burst thy 
bonds in sunder” (Nahum1:11-13).

God was recalling how Sennacherib boldly had defied the 
Lord God of Israel in the days of Hezekiah.  He had fled back 
to Nineveh when God answered Hezekiah’s prayer and 185,000 
Assyrian soldiers were slain in one night by the Angel of the Lord 
at Jerusalem. 

The Sport of Kings - Lion Hunting

The British Museum has a comment:
“In ancient Assyria, lion-hunting was considered the sport of 
kings, symbolic of the ruling monarch’s duty to protect and fight 
for his people. The sculpted reliefs in Room 10a illustrate the 
sporting exploits of the last great Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal 
(668-631 BC) and were created for his palace at Nineveh (in 
modern-day northern Iraq).” 

It would appear that lions were bred and released for sport but 
Nahum prophesied that this would 
all come to an end the city would 
be empty and waste and God said:

“The sword shall devour thy young 
lions: and I will cut off thy prey from 
the earth” (Nahum 2:13).

With such archealogical evidence of 
the presence of lions in Nineveh and 
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of the sport of lion hunting 
carried on by the King, it 
is difficult to understand 
how some expositors 
can interpret the lions 
as the king of Nineveh.  
The practice of adopting 
symbolic meanings to 
the prophecies has been 
grossly overdone by 
some commentators with 
the result that they have 
missed to obvious literal 
meaning of the text.  
Horse-racing and fox-
hunting may have been 
the sport of English kings 
but lion-hunting was the 
sport of Assyrian kings.

How Did God Judge Nineveh?

Diodorus Siculus was a Greek historian who wrote a universal 
history entitled, Bibliotheca Historica, between 60BC and 30 BC 
and he described the overthrow of the city of Nineveh as follows:

“There was an old prophecy that Nineveh should not be taken till 
the river became an enemy to the city.  And in the third year of the 
siege, the river being swollen with continual rains, overflowed every 
part of the city, and broke down the wall for twenty furlongs; then 
the king, thinking that the oracle was fulfilled, and the river become 
an enemy to the city, built a large funeral pile in the palace, and 
collecting together all his wealth and his concubines and eunuchs, 
burnt himself and the palace with them all; and the enemy entered 
at the breach that the waters had made and took the city.”

The fall of Nineveh as foretold by Nahum also indicates that the 
city would be flooded at the time of  its destruction as the verse 
will indicate: 

“The gates of the rivers shall be opened, and the palace shall be dissolved 
(burned)” (Nahum 2:6). 
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The Queen is Captured

“And Huzzab shall be led away 
captive, she shall be brought up, and 
her maids shall lead her as with the 
voice of doves, tabering upon their 
breasts. But Nineveh is of old like a 
pool of water: yet they shall flee away. 
Stand, stand, shall they cry; but none 
shall look back” (Nahum 2:6-8).

Huzzab is sometimes translated “It 
is decreed” which is the meaning of 
the word, and then what follows 
is applied to the city of Nineveh  
describing her as a woman 
fleeing with her maidens who 
are then interpreted to mean the 
surrounding cities near Nineveh, however, if Huzzarb is a proper 
name meaning “decreed” then it is more likely that it refers to the 
Queen of Nineveh.  It has been noted that Diodorus‘ history makes 
no mention of the presence of the Queen in the palace when 
the king burned it with his concubines and eunuchs.  To take a 
symbolic interpretation is inconsistent with the immediate context 
which speaks of the gates of the rivers being opened and the palace 
dissolved (burned) which was literally fulfilled.

We know from the Book of Esther that Queens lived in separate 
apartments with their ladies in waiting and needed to have special 
consent for an audience with the King.  It is therefore more likely 
that Huzzab is a proper noun and was the name of the Queen 
who was captured and led away with all her lady attendants.  
To interpret “her maids” as the surrounding cities of Nineveh is 
reading into the text more than was intended especially when the 
passage is linked to the burning of the palace in the city of Nineveh 
which necessarily involves the King of Nineveh.  Furthermore, 
the armies of the Babylonians and the Medes had been warring 
against the Assyrian army for several years and it is unlikely that 
the surrounding cities had not already fallen to them prior to the 
siege of Nineveh:

“But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the place 
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thereof, and darkness shall pursue his enemies. What do ye imagine 
against the LORD? he will make an utter end: affliction shall not 
rise up the second time. For while they be folden together as thorns, 
and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as 
stubble fully dry” (Nahum 1:8-10).
He that dasheth in pieces is come up before thy face: keep the munition, 
watch the way, make thy loins strong, fortify thy power mightily.
But Nineveh is of old like a pool of water: yet they shall flee away. 
Stand, stand, shall they cry; but none shall look back” (Nahum 2:1,8).

The enemies of Nineveh would be violent and she is urged to 
strengthen her defences but when the flood undermined her walls 
her resistance failed and her soldiers would not stand to fight.

The fall of Nineveh is recorded in the 3rd Babylonian Chronicle of 
Nabopolasser, the father of Nebuchadnezzar, as follows:

“The fourteenth year [612-611]: The king of Akkad (Nabopolasser) 
mustered his army and marched to Assyria. The king of the 
Medes marched towards the king of Akkad and they met one 
another at [...]u. The king of Akkad and his army crossed the 
Tigris; Cyaxares had to cross the Radanu, and they marched 
along the bank of the Tigris. In the month Simanu, the Nth day, 
they encamped against Nineveh.
   From the month Simanu until the month bu -for three months- 
they subjected the city to a heavy siege. On the Nth day of the 
month bu they inflicted a major defeat upon a great people. At 
that time Sin-šar-iškun, king of Assyria, died. They carried off 
the vast booty of the city and the temple and turned the city 
into a ruin heap The ...... of Assyria escaped from the enemy and, 
to save his life, seized the feet of the king of Akkad.”

Looting After Nineveh is Captured

Both Scripture and the Babylonian Chronicle declare that Nineveh 
was stripped of her vast wealth which had been taken from 
conquered cities: 

“Take ye the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold: for there is none end of 
the store and glory out of all the pleasant furniture. She is empty, and 
void, and waste: and the heart melteth, and the knees smite together, 
and much pain is in all loins, and the faces of them all gather blackness” 
(Nahum 2:9-10).
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Nabopolassar’s 3rd Chronicle simply startes, 
“They carried off the vast booty of the city and the temple...”

Reasons for Nineveh’s Judgment - (1) Blasphemy

Throughout the prophecy of Nahum we are given several reasons 
for the Divine judgment that destroyed the city.

“There is one come out of thee, that imagineth evil against the 
LORD, a wicked counsellor. Thus saith the LORD; Though they be 
quiet, and likewise many, yet thus shall they be cut down, when he 
shall pass through. Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no 
more. For now will I break his yoke from off thee, and will burst thy 
bonds in sunder” (Nahum 1:11-13).

This passage is no doubt recalling the blasphemy of Sennacherib 
when he came against Jerusalem in the days of Hezekiah.  We read 
about his awful blasphemy in Isaiah 36:19-20:

“Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where are the gods of 
Sepharvaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? Who 
are they among all the gods of these lands, that have delivered their 
land out of my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of 
my hand?”

Such blasphemy had not been forgotten and the city was being held 
to account.  It was not that Sennachrib was ignorant of who the 
Lord was for he stated that the Lord had sent him against Judah.  
He said:

“Am I now come up without the LORD against this land to destroy 
it? the LORD said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it” 
(Isa.36:10).

When God gave His answer to Sennacherib He said:
“Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast 
thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against 
the Holy One of Israel... Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, 
is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and 
my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which 
thou camest” (Isa.37:23,29).

Less than 100 years had passed since God destroyed the Assyrian 
army at Jerusalem and 185,000 died in one night yet Nineveh had 
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not repented.  Lord Byron captured the destruction of Sennacherib’s 
army in the following poem. 

The Destruction of Sennacherib
By Lord Byron 

   The Assyrian came down like the wolf on the fold,
And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold;

And the sheen of their spears was like stars on the sea,
When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee.

   Like the leaves of the forest when Summer is green,
That host with their banners at sunset were seen:

Like the leaves of the forest when Autumn hath blown,
That host on the morrow lay withered and strown.

   For the Angel of Death spread his wings on the blast,
And breathed in the face of the foe as he passed;

And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill,
And their hearts but once heaved, and for ever grew still!

   And there lay the steed with his nostril all wide,
But through it there rolled not the breath of his pride;

And the foam of his gasping lay white on the turf,
And cold as the spray of the rock-beating surf.

   And there lay the rider distorted and pale,
With the dew on his brow, and the rust on his mail:

And the tents were all silent, the banners alone,
The lances unlifted, the trumpet unblown.

 And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wail,
And the idols are broke in the temple of Baal;

And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword,
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord!

Reasons for Nineveh’s Judgment - (2) Violence

Assyria’s orgy of killing continued in the days of Sennacherib’s 
son Esarhaddon and his son Ashurbanpal.  They ruled by terror 
but  thereafter the empire declined until Nineveh was destroyed as 
foretold by Nahum in 612BC.

After Sennacherib’s army was decimated outside the walls of 
Jerusalem he fled back to Nineveh to rebuilt his army.  However, 
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this took some time and in the meanwhile, Merodach-Baladan 
king of Babylon, took advantage of the situation and rebelled as he 
had in the past.  Babylon was a troublesome province that joined 
with Elam on occasions against the Assyrians  When Sennacherib 
recovered from the loss of his army at Jerusalem he led his new 
army against Babylon and broke down the walls of the city.  He 
went into Elam and ruthlessly slaughtered to enemy.

On Sennacherib’s Prism is recorded 8 military campaigns conducted 
by Sennacherib after which he returned to Nineveh and built two 
beautiful palaces.  His campaign against Hezekiah was his 3rd but 
he makes no mention of the loss of his army nor does he claim that 
Jerusalem was destroyed.  He states that Hezekiah gave tribute 
of 30 talents of gold and 800 talents of silver plus other precious 
items.  The Bible record states:

“Now in the fourteenth year of king 
Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of 
Assyria come up against all the fenced 
cities of Judah, and took them. And 
Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king 
of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I have 
offended; return from me: that which 
thou puttest on me will I bear. And 
the king of Assyria appointed unto 
Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred 
talents of silver and thirty talents 

Skinning Elamites Alive
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of gold. And Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the 
house of the LORD, and in the treasures of the king’s house” (2Kings 
18:13-15).

Sculpted reliefs in his palace depict how brutal the Assyrians 
were, skinning men alive, cutting off their testicals, cutting throats, 
disembowelling men and when they captured a city they would tie 
the bodies to posts around the city to strike fear into the hearts of 
all who passed by.  A sculptured relief found in the palace showed 
the King in his garden with the severed head of the King of Elam 
hanging from a post.

Nahum records some of this violence and indicates it is because of 
such violence that God’s judgment was poured out on Nineveh.

The atrocities committed in WWII by Japanese and German troops 
no doubt were one reason for God’s judgment that befell those 
nations. Since WWII, the genocide in Cambodia, Zambia, Sudan 
and now ISIL in the Middle East will reap an awful harvest.  The 
Flood of Noah’s day that destroyed the entire earth came on a 
world that  was “filled with violence” (Gen.6:11).  After the Flood 
God gave authority for murder to be punished by death:

“And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every 
beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every 
man’s brother will I require the life of man. Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he 
man” (Gen.9:5-6).

The Assyrians were mass killers and were the first to have a 
professional army with engineers who built tunnels to undermine 
defences, and battering rams, to break through the walls of cities.  
They developed siege machines that could be wheeled up to the 
wall of a city on ramps with archers on towers to clear the walls 
of defenders. The Assyrians replaced bronze weapons with iron 
weapons.

The destruction of Lachish by Sennacherib about 712BC is 
mentioned in the Bible (Isa.36:2) and is well supported by 
archealogical research which has uncovered grim evidence.  The 
historian, Anglim records: 

“Archaeology has revealed that the place was looted and hundreds 
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of men, women, and children were put to the sword. The relief of 
the siege (at the palace in Nineveh) shows prisoners begging for 
mercy at the feet of Sennacherib. Others less fortunate, perhaps 
the city’s leaders, have been impaled upon stakes...” 

Anglim continues: 
“By these methods of siege and horror, technology and terror, 
the Assyrians became the unrivalled masters of the Near East for 
five centuries. By the time of their fall, their expertise in siege 
technology had spread throughout the region”. 

The siege ramp at Lachish is still in place over 2,500 years after 
it was built.  Excavations uncovered more than 1,500 skulls. The 
ruthless and sadistic violence practiced by the Assyrians was one 
of the reasons for Divine judgment.

The utter destruction caused by Assyrian kings is illustrated in the 
conquest of Elam by Ashurbanipal ( the grandson of Sennacherib).  
After the Elamite city of Susa was destroyed Ashurbanipal left 
behind a tablet which recorded his triumph over the Elamites.  It 
reads:

“Susa, the great holy city, abode of their gods, seat of their 
mysteries, I conquered. I entered its palaces, I opened their 
treasuries where silver and gold, goods and wealth were 
amassed... I destroyed the ziggurat of Susa. I smashed its shining 
copper horns. I reduced the temples of Elam to naught; their 
gods and goddesses I scattered to the winds. The tombs of their 
ancient and recent kings I devastated, I exposed to the sun, and I 
carried away their bones toward the land of Ashur. I devastated 
the provinces of Elam and on their lands I sowed salt.”

Reasons for Nineveh’s Judgment - (3) Mass Deportations and 
Slavery

Forced relocation of populations was practiced by the Assyrians to 
prevent further uprisings.  Nahum alludes to this in his prophecy: 

“For the LORD hath turned away the excellency of Jacob, as the 
excellency of Israel: for the emptiers have emptied them out, and 
marred their vine branches” (Nahum 2:2).

The Assyrians had taken the people of Israel from the land each 
time they invaded and left it empty.   When Samaria fell Sargon 
recorded how he took 27,290 captives back to Assyria.  
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Also Nahum wrote that the Assyrians were those “that selleth 
nations” (Nahum 3:4) in the slave trade and when mention is made 
of Asurbanipal’s capture of Thebes (No-Amon) it is noted that they 
carried the people away as slaves:

“Yet was she (Thebes) carried away, she went into captivity: her young 
children also were dashed in pieces at the top of all the streets: and they 
cast lots for her honorable men, and all her great men were bound in 
chains” (Nahum 3:10).    

Later empires such as Babylonia, copied the methods used by the 
Assyrians.  Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah three times and each 
time he took away captives to Babylon and in 586BC left the land 
desolate 70 years.  Only a small remnant were left in the land: 

“Them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; 
where they were servants to him (Nebuchadnezzar) and his sons” 
(2Chron.36:20).   

In Nebuchadnezzar’s last campaign he subdued the whole of Egypt 
about 570BC and Ezekiel  foretold how, as a result, the land would 
be desolate for 40 years:

“I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the countries 
that are desolate, and her cities among the cities that are laid waste shall 
be desolate forty years: and I will scatter the Egyptians among the 
nations, and will disperse them through the countries. Yet thus 
saith the Lord GOD; At the end of forty years will I gather the Egyptians 
from the people whither they were scattered” (Ezek.29:12-13).

Stalin used the same method to subdue the people during the Soviet 
era; he force marched the Tartars from Crimea into Central Asia and 
the moved large numbers from the Baltic States to Siberia successfully 
preventing those nations from rising up against him.  The Ottoman 
Turks force-marched 1.5 million Armenians out of eastern Turkey 
into the Syrian desert beginning in 1915 and hundreds of thousands 
died.  The violence of the Assyrians has been repeated throughout 
history and each time has brought the judgment of God on the 
perpetrators.  

Deportation of whole populations was practiced by the Assyrians.  
Those who resisted were slain by the sword but whole families 
were deported and their land resettled by Assyrians.  We find 
evidence of this in the Bible where we read of Sennacherib’s offer 
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to the people of Jerusalem:
“Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an 
agreement with me by a present, and come out to me: and eat ye every 
one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one 
the waters of his own cistern; until I come and take you away to a 
land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and 
vineyards” (Isa.36:16-17).

When Sargon captured Samaria in 721BC he deported 27,290 
prisoners and scattered them among the cities of the Medes.  
Earlier, others were taken away in the days of Tiglathpileser.  Then 
in the days of Esarhaddon people were brought from Babylon 
and settled in Samaria.  They were a mixed race of idolators and 
when Zerubbabel was rebuilding the Temple after the Babylonian 
captivity, they wanted to be involved in the building of God’s 
house.  The Bible records:

“Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and 
said unto them, Let us build with you: for we seek your God, as ye do; 
and we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Esarhaddon king of 
Assur, which brought us up hither” (Ezra 4:2).

Esarhaddon was the grandson of Sargon.

Reasons for Nineveh’s Judgment - (4) Witchcraft

“Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the wellfavored harlot, 
the mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms, 
and families through her witchcrafts. Behold, I am against thee, saith 
the LORD of hosts; and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, and I 
will shew the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame. And 
I will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee vile, and will set 
thee as a gazingstock” (Nahum 3:4-5).

We have seen that the city of Nineveh had the Truth at its beginning 
and when God would have judged the city in the days of Jonah they 
repented and found mercy with God, yet in spite of this they had 
turned again to idolatry and witchcraft and were without remedy.

Witchcraft in its many forms has become accepted in modern 
society.  Fortune-telling, tarot cards, astrology, palm-reading, 
ouija boards, levitation, clairvoyance, seances and necromancy are 
treated as harmless entertainment by many as they dabble with the 
unseen world of demons.  
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Within Christendom the desire for a religious emotional or 
spiritualistic experience has led many to seek the “gift” of 
charismatic tongues and the ability to “prophesy” and perform 
miracles.  

Scripture warns us:
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines 
of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared 
with a hot iron” (1Tim.4:1).

The Charismatic movement that began in 1900 and now attracts 
millions within all branches of Christendom is undoubtedly the 
“doctrines of devils” and “seducing spirits” that have invaded the 
Church.  

The gift of tongues given to the apostles and early church was 
known languages understood by the one speaking and was a sign 
to the nation of Israel that God was turning to the Gentiles through 
the Church (1Cor.14:21-22).  The charismatic gibberish that is so 
prevalent today, is the same as that practiced by witchdoctors,  
spirit mediums, and Sibyls in ancient pagan temples.  Witchcraft 
is condemned in Scripture and will bring the judgment of God 
on those who are snared by it. “They which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God”(Gal.5:20-21).

Lessons to Learn

The solemn message of the book of Nahum is that God is longsuffering 
but there is a limit to how long He will endure rebellion.  The city 
of Nineveh has perished exactly as God said it would and it will 
never rise again; it is a gazingstock for archeologists just as Babylon 
has become.  Nahum’s prophecy confirms the veracity of the Word 
of God for only God knows the future.

God is in no hurry to execute judgment but when He does judge 
there is no escape.  The sins of Nineveh were blasphemy, violence, 
slavery and witchcraft, and she stands as an example to all nations 
and peoples who proudly would follow her in her sin.

Another lesson may be learned and it relates to Israel.  God used 
Assyria to chasten Israel and Judah when those nations turned 
away from God.  Had Assyria carried out the chastening as the 
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servant of God they would have been blessed, but unfortunately 
Assyria became proud and exalted herself against the Lord.  For 
this reason she brought herself into judgment.

God gives every opportunity for men to repent before He judges.  
Jonah was sent and the people of Nineveh acknowledged their sin 
but the seven kings that followed beginning with Pul, showed no 
mercy and plunged the nation into depths of cruelty and depravity 
that demanded a Divine response.  The fact that God sent their 
armies to punish Israel’s wickedness in no way justified the 
arrogance, blasphemy, cruelty and witchcraft of Nineveh.  

Sometimes we are called upon to rebuke sin and the temptation is 
to adopt a proud attitude instead of humbly acting as the servant 
of God.  If we become lifted up with the authority God has given 
us we will surely be brought low by God.  “Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay, saith the Lord” (Rom.12:19).  “It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God” (Heb.10:31).

Finally, we are assured that even when evil men would do us harm 
the Lord will will defend us for “the LORD is good, a strong hold in the 
day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him” (Nahum1:7).

When Assyrian violence had peaked under Sennacherib and humanly 
speaking, Hezekiah and Jerusalem were doomed, the Lord intervened 
in answer to the cry of His people. God said:   

“He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come 
before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it. By the way that he came, 
by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the 
LORD. For I will defend this city...Then the angel of the LORD went 
forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore 
and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, 
they were all dead corpses” (Isa.37:33-35). “So that we may boldly 
say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 
unto me” (Heb.13:6).  Amen!


