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“I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from 
this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests; And them 
that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that 
worship and that swear by the LORD, and that swear by Malcham; 
And them that are turned back from the LORD; and those that have not 
sought the LORD, nor enquired for him” (Zeph.1:4-6).
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“And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy 
Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a 
wilderness. And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts 
of the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the 
upper lintels of it; their voice shall sing in the windows; desolation 
shall be in the thresholds; for he shall uncover the cedar work. This is 
the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart, I 
am, and there is none beside me: how is she become a desolation, 
a place for beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth by her shall 
hiss, and wag his hand” (Zeph.2:13-15).

Nineveh to be Destroyed by Babylonians
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Chapter 2
God appeals to Israel to repent BEFORE judgment falls (v1-3).  
The Philistines in Gaza, Askelon, Ashdod, Ekron and all the 
coastal areas would be desolated (vs.4-7)  Tyre’s coastal city was 
destroyed in 586BC.   Moab and Ammon would be desolated 
probably in 586BC.  The Ethiopians who had ruled Egypt would 
be slain.    Egypt was desolate for 40 years after the Babylonian 
invasion in 590BC (Ezek.29:11-13).  Assyria would be destroyed 
and Nineveh made desolate (vs.13-15). This was fulfilled in 
612BC when Nabopolassar King of Babylon, together with the 
Scythians and Medes, destroyed Nineveh just as Nahum had 
prophesied.  At the end of a 3-year siege, a flood caused 3.75 km 
of the 50 feet high wall to collapse.

Chapter 3
Israel’s sin is described.  Her princes, prophets and priests “have 
done violence to the law” (v.4).  They have no shame. God had 
removed the nations before them when they came into Canaan 
(v.6) because “the iniquity of the Amorites” was full, but Israel had 
“corrupted all their doings” and practiced the same sins (v.7).
THEREFORE Israel must WAIT until the end of the “times of the 
Gentiles” (Luke 21:24) which began in 606BC and finishes at the 2nd 
Advent.  When “the times of the Gentiles” runs its course God would 
judge the heathen nations.  God would “restore” the pure Hebrew 
language and Israel will serve the Lord again “with one consent” 
(v.9).  The redeemed remnant will return to the land, trust in the 
Lord, and not do iniquity.  The Lord will be King in their midst and 
the Jews will be “a praise among all people of the earth” (v.20).

Summary of Zephaniah
Chapter 1

In Josiah’s day judgment was deferred but the sin of Manasseh 
must bring judgment (vs.1-17).  Judah was complacent (v.12)
because they paid tribute to Assyria and were not threatened.  
However, the King of Judah, the princes, and the King’s sons 
would all be punished. God would bring the Babylonians and 
Israel’s tribute  (silver and gold) would not save them (v.18).  
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Introduction

Zephaniah prophesied in the reign of Josiah King of Judah who 
reigned for 31 years from 642 to 611BC.  Josiah was a godly king 

but he followed two of the most wicked kings that ever reigned 
over Judah; Manasseh and his son Amon.  It was said of Josiah

“There (was) no king before him, that turned to the LORD with all his 
heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the 
law of Moses; neither after him arose there any like him” (2Kings 23:25).

Manasseh was so wicked that the Bible records:
“Notwithstanding the LORD turned not from the fierceness of his 
great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against Judah, because 
of all the provocations that Manasseh had provoked him withal” 
(2Kings 23:26).

The godly reign of Josiah did not prevent the judgment of God 
falling on Judah; it simply delayed it.

Chapter 1 - The Babylonians Would Destroy Jerusalem

Through the prophet Zephaniah God said:
“I will utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the LORD. 
I will consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, 
and the fishes of the sea, and the stumblingblocks with the wicked: 
and I will cut off man from off the land, saith the LORD. I will also 
stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, 
and the name of the Chemarims with the priests; And them that worship 
the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship and that 
swear by the LORD, and that swear by Malcham; And them that are 
turned back from the LORD; and those that have not sought the 
LORD, nor enquired for him. Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord 
GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand” (Zeph.1:2-7).

This utter desolation would be administered by Nebuchadnezzar 
King of Babylon.  Zephaniah calls this time “the Day of the Lord”, 
an expression normally reserved for the Last Days, but which can 
also be applied to Divine judgment administered by Babylon.  The 
judgment of the Day of the Lord in the Last Days will involve the 
last king in the “times of the Gentiles” who is the “Beast”, a Roman 
prince, ridden by the harlot woman, “Mystery Babylon the Great, 
the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the earth” (Rev.17:5).
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The desolation by Babylon would therefore be a shadow or “type” 
of the desolation caused by Antichrist in the time of the Great 
Tribulation.  However, the Babylonian Empire would itself come 
into judgment by God just as Antichrist and “Mystery Babylon” 
will come into judgment from God in the future Day of the Lord.

God promised that a remnant would be preserved from Babylon 
and likewise a remnant will be preserved in the Day of the Lord at 
the end of the age.   Thus God addresses Israel:

“Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; 
Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the 
fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day of the LORD’s 
anger come upon you. Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which 
have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be 
ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD’s anger” (Zeph.2:1-3).

We know that God preserved a remnant from the Babylonian era: 
Daniel, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah, and we also know that God will 
preserve a remnant from Antichrist’s attacks in the Day of the Lord.  
John wrote of the Jews in the Tribulation:

“And to the woman (Israel) were given two wings of a great eagle, 
that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is 
nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the 
serpent” (Rev.12:14).  See also Isa.26:20.

Jeremiah wrote of two baskets of figs: one was full of “good figs” 
and the other was full of “evil figs”.  He likened the “good figs” 
to those godly Jews such as Daniel and Ezekiel who had been 
taken to Babylon “for their good” in the first two invasions by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and he likened the “evil figs” to those who had 
been left behind.

“And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus 
saith the LORD, So will I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his 
princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, 
and them that dwell in the land of Egypt: And I will deliver them to be 
removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their hurt...” (Jer.24:8-9).

Through Zephaniah, God promised that those who sought the Lord 
would be “hid in the day of the Lord’s anger” and so the godly were 
taken away before the judgment fell on the nation.  These were the 
“meek of the earth” who sought righteousness.   
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The last king of Judah was Zedekiah, and Zephaniah prophesied 
of him: 

“It shall come to pass in the day of the LORD’s sacrifice, that I will 
punish the princes, and the king’s children, and all such as are clothed 
with strange apparel” (Zeph.1:8).

The princes of Israel were particularly evil and wanted to destroy 
Jeremiah and placed him in a dungeon (Jer.26:11; 37:14-16; 38:4). 
When the city was finally captured, Nebuchadnezzar slew all the 
sons of Zedekiah before him, put out his eyes, and took him to 
Babylon in chains (Jer.39:6-7).  Thus Ezekiel’s prophecy in Ezek.12:13, 
that Zedekiah would be blind when taken to Babylon, was fulfilled. 

“And the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes: he 
slew also all the princes of Judah in Riblah. Then he put out the eyes of 
Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him 
to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death” (Jer. 52:10-11).

The prophecy of Zephaniah was fulfilled.

Strange Apparel

The wearing of strange apparel is noted by Ezekiel for it indicated 
Israel’s acceptance of the ways of the heathen.  God accused Judah 
of doting on the Assyrians:

“She doted upon the Assyrians her neighbors, captains and rulers 
clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding upon horses, all of them 
desirable young men. Then I saw that she was defiled, that they took 
both one way, And that she increased her whoredoms: for when she 
saw men pourtrayed upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans 
pourtrayed with vermilion (brilliant red pigment), Girded with 
girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire upon their heads, 
all of them princes to look to, after the manner of the Babylonians 
of Chaldea, the land of their nativity” (2Kings 23:12-15).

The “goodly Babylonish garment” (Josh.7:21) taken from the spoils 
of Jericho was probably a priestly garment used in the worship of 
idols.  The gaudy dress of false religion is a substitute for the inner 
beauty of godliness.  One only has to watch the scarlet attire of the 
Papacy and the strange apparel worn in the rituals of the Roman 
Catholic Church to find a parallel with Zephaniah’s comment 
about “strange apparel”.  Unlike pagan religious leaders the Lord 
Jesus and the apostles wore simple clothing.   
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Isaiah reproved the women of Israel for the way they dressed:
“The daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched forth 
necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making 
a tinkling with their feet... the Lord will take away the bravery of their 
tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round 
tires like the moon, The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, The 
bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the 
tablets, and the earrings, The rings, and nose jewels, The changeable 
suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the crisping 
pins” (Isa.3:16-22).

Paul commanded Timothy to instruct the women in the Church:
“In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, 
with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or 
pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh women professing 
godliness) with good works” (1Tim.2:9-10).

How we dress tells the world how we think.  When native tribes 
turn to the Lord they learn modesty and cover their bodies. They 
put away the “strange apparel” associated with witchcraft.  

The fashion world places accent on sex, and a proud, haughty 
attitude inconsistent with godliness.  Peter adds his voice to the 
the matter of “strange apparel”:

“Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God 
of great price” (1Peter3:3-4).

It has been said, “You can’t judge a book by its cover” and this is 
true in some cases but the cover on some books tells exactly what 
can be expected in the fine print.  A good book would not have an 
obscene cover.

The Complacency of the Men of Jerusalem

It seems that the men of Jerusalem were complacent, careless, 
and unconcerned about the threat of judgment and God uses an 
interesting expression to describe their attitude; he said:

“I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are 
settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The LORD will not do 
good, neither will he do evil” (Zeph.1:12).
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To search Jerusalem with candles would involve very close scrutiny 
and those who would be found guilty were those who thought 
nothing would happen either good or bad!  They were “settled on 
their lees”.

The “lees” were the dregs in wine which sometimes were not 
drained off since they enabled the wine to maintain its colour.  The 
normal procedure was to separate the dregs (Jer.48:11) but these 
men were careless, disregarding the warnings just as the scoffers 
do in the last days saying, 

“Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep 
all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation” 
(2Peter 3:4).

In other words, “Nothing has happened and nothing will happen!”  
Such unbelief and indifference is hard to comprehend in view of the 
sin of Zephaniah’s day but equally incomprehensible in our day in 
view of the abounding godlessness, violence and immorality.

The great threat to Israel had been Assyria. After Sennacherib had 
lost his army at Jerusalem he returned to Nineveh and Merodach 
Baladan, king of Babylon, revolted.  Sennacherib gathered another 
army to mercilessly destroy Babylon, breaking down the walls.  
When Esarhaddon, his son, became king of Assyria he rebuilt 
Babylon and this is recorded on cuniform inscriptions.  Esarhaddon 
also recorded a forced visit by certain kings to Nineveh.

Esarhaddon reigned over Assyria from 681 to 669BC and Manasseh 
reigned over Judah from 698 to 643 BC.  It is important to note that 
although Manasseh was taken captive by the King of Assyria he 
was imprisoned in Babylon so it seems clear that it was Esarhaddon 
who took Zedekiah to Babylon.  It was Esarhaddon who placed 
people from Babylon in Samaria to produce a mixed race that 
became known as the Samaritans (Ezra 4:2).

We also know that Esarhaddon made an attack on Egypt and 
captured lower Egypt around the Delta so he would have passed 
by Judah during Manasseh’s reign.  

The only other possibility would have been Esarhaddon’s son, 
Assurbanipal who invaded Egypt in 663BC.  Whichever Assyrian 
king released Manasseh, it is most likely that Judah had become 
a vassal state to Assyria and the threat of invasion was therefore 
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negligible.  The Babylonians, Medes and Scythians had not become 
a major threat to Assyria and while Judah paid her tribute to Assyria 
there was little chance of Jerusalem being destroyed.  The decline of 
the Assyrian Empire was greatest after the death of Ashurbanipal 
who died in 626 BC which was the 17th year of Josiah’s reign.

Thus the men of Judah settled on their lees saying “The LORD will 
not do good, neither will he do evil.”  What they did not reckon on 
was that in 612BC, two years before Josiah died, the Babylonians, 
led by Nabopolassar, would conquer Nineveh and that his son 
Nebuchadnezzar, would invade Judah.  

The Babylonians were ruthless and the great city of Nineveh was 
destroyed so completely that when Alexander the Great led his 
army over the site in 331BC he was unaware that Nineveh was 
under his feet. 

It was Nebuchadnezzar’s policy to take the captured nations to 
Babylon to build the city of Babylon and he left only a remnant of 
the poor people in their land.   When he destroyed Egypt about 
570BC the land was desolate for 40 years until the Persians allowed 
them to return as foretold by Ezekiel (Ezek.29:12-13). 

Nebuchadnezzar besieged the coastal city of Tyre for 13 years  
beginning in the 7th year of his reign (599BC) according to 
Josephus.  He so desolated the coastal city of Tyre (586BC) that it 
was still rubble when Alexander arrived in 332BC.  Alexander used 
the rubble to build a causeway to the island city of Tyre about one 
kilometer offshore.

The warning of Zephaniah was clear:
“Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in 
the day of the LORD’s wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured 
by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of 
all them that dwell in the land” (Zeph.1:18).

Habakkuk wrote of Nebuchanezzar:
“Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither 
keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and 
cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth 
unto him all people” (Hab.2:5).

Menahem King of Israel and Ahaz King of Judah had been able to pay 
the kings of Assyria not to invade the land and no doubt Manasseh 
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paid tribute after his release from Babylon.  Later Jehoiakim and 
Zedekiah had become servants to Nebuchadnezzar but both 
revolted and in so doing brought themselves into judgment.  Then 
their silver and gold could not deliver them. In 586BC Jerusalem 
was burned and the nation carried away to Babylon.

Chapter 2 - The Babylonian Invasion Foretold

The desolation that would come to the land when Babylon invaded 
would not be confined to Israel and Judah.  In chapter two the 
prophecy indicates that all the neighbours of Judah would be 
destroyed.  

The chapter begins with an appeal to repent:
“Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; 
Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before 
the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day of the 
LORD’s anger come upon you. Seek ye the LORD...” (Zeph.2:1-3).

God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked but rather that the 
wicked repent and receive mercy.  Zephaniah wrote: 

“Seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the 
day of the LORD’s anger” (Zeph.2:3).

A godly remnant such as Daniel and Ezekiel were preserved; Jeremiah 
described them as “good figs” and the wicked as “evil figs” (Jer.24:1-
10). However the nations surrounding Judah would be desolated.  

The Philistines on the coast would be left with “no inhabitant” 
(Zeph.2:5);  Gaza, Ashkelon, Askdod, and Ekron would be 
destroyed.  The land of the Cherethites, a tribe of the Philistines 
who came from Crete, would become pastures for the remnant of 
Judah that would be left in the land.

Moab and Ammon on the east of the Jordan River had “reproached 
my people” Israel.  God had heard their revilings and in faithfulness 
to the Abrahamic covenant, would curse them and they would 
become “as Sodom” and “as Gomorrah” ; a “perpetual desolation” 
without any inhabitants.  The remnant of Israel would possess their 
land.  The punishment of Moab and Ammon was because of their 
hatred of Israel even though Israel was being judged for her sin:

“This shall they have for their pride, because they have reproached and 
magnified themselves against the people of the LORD of hosts” 
(Zeph.2:10).
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The Ethiopians on Egypt’s southern border would be slain.  At 
various times the Ethiopians ruled Egypt but the fact that they are 
mentioned indicates the extent of Nebuchadnezzar’s campaign  in 
570BC to the border of Ethiopia.

Assyria to Babylon’s north would be destroyed and the great city 
of Nineveh that was surrounded by moats would be “a desolation 
and dry like a wilderness” (Zeph.2:13).  Nabopolassar, the father of 
Nebuchadnezzar, with the assistance of the Medes and Scythians, 
captured Nineveh in 612BC after a 3-year siege.

The proud boasting of Nineveh is prophesied to come to an end:
“This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart, 
I am, and there is none beside me: how is she become a desolation, a 
place for beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth by her shall hiss, 
and wag his hand” (Zeph.2:15).

We remember the boasting of Sennacherib at Jerusalem (Isa.36:14-21).

Nineveh was built by Asshur at the same time that Nimrod built 
Babylon after the Flood.  The Scripture states:

“Out of that land (Shinar) went forth Asshur and builded Nineveh, 
and the city of Rehoboth, and Calah, and Rezen between Nineveh and 
Calah: the same is a great city” (Gen.10:11-12).

The Assyrians are 
the descendants of 
Asshur who was 
from the godly 
line of Shem while 
Nimrod was from 
the ungodly line 
of Ham.  It may 
be that the line of 
Shem built Nineveh 
in order to separate 
from the idolatry of 
Babel.  

Jonah went to 
Nineveh during the 
reign of JeroboamII 
(838-797) and the 
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King of Nineveh, with all his people, repented at the preaching of 
Jonah.   However, 200 years later the city had to be destroyed for 
its wickedness.  God used the Babylonians allied to the Medes and 
Scythians, to fulfil His Word. 

The city of Nineveh reached its greatest glory during the reigns 
of Sennacherib (715-681), Esarhaddon (681-669) and Ashurbanipal 
(669-626). Sennacherib raised the wall to a height of between 40 
and 50 feet.  Excavations have taken place since the 19th century 
and have yielded 22,000 inscribed clay tablets from the library 
of Ashurbanipal including records of the Biblical Flood which 
suggests that Asshur, from the line of Shem, taught his descendants 
about the flood even though the story became corrupted over the 
centuries from 2400BC to 626BC; a period of nearly 1,800 years.

The Destruction of Nineveh

In the Book of Nahum chapter 2 we have another prophecy of the 
destruction of Nineveh 
which indicates how 
the city would be taken:

“The gates of the 
rivers shall be opened, 
and the palace shall be 
dissolved (burned). And 
Huzzab (the Queen) 
shall be led away captive, 
she shall be brought up, 
and her maids shall 
lead her as with the 
voice of doves, tabering 
upon their breasts. But 
Nineveh is of old like a 
pool of water: yet they 
shall flee away. Stand, 
stand, shall they cry; but 
none shall look back” 
(Nahum 2:6-8).

The account given by 
Diodorus Siculus, a 
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Greek historian who wrote a history of the world between 60BC 
and 30BC, is as follows: 

“There was a prophecy received from their forefathers, that 
Nineveh should not be taken till the river first became an 
enemy to the city. It happened in the third year of the siege, 
that the Euphrates [Tigris] being swollen with continued 
rains, overflowed part of the city, and threw down twenty 
stadia of the wall. The king then imagining that the oracle was 
accomplished, and that the river was now manifestly become 
an enemy to the city, casting aside all hope of safety, and lest 
he should fall into the hands of the enemy, built a large funeral 
pyre in the palace, and having collected all his gold and silver 
and royal vestments, together with his concubines and eunuchs, 
placed himself with them in a little apartment built in the pyre; 
burnt them, himself, and the palace together. When the death of 
the king (Sardanapalus) was announced by certain deserters, the 
enemy entered in by the breach which the waters had made, and 
took the city.”

(According to Herodotus, one stadia is equal to 600 feet therefore 
the wall of Nineveh collapsed for a length of 20x600 feet or 2.27 
miles; approximately three quarters the length along the edge of 
the Tigris.)

Chapter 3 - Israel’s Sin and Salvation

Having described the judgment of all Israel’s enemies from Ethiopia 
to Assyria the Lord charges Israel with her sin in ch.3:1-7.  There 
can be no blessing unless sin is dealt with and the Lord says:

“Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city! She 
obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not in the 
LORD; she drew not near to her God” (Zeph.3:1-2).

Israel’s princes were guilty of violence and her prophets were 
“light (lit. froth and bubble) and treacherous (lit. deceitful, 
covert)”; her priests had polluted the Temple with idolatry and 
“the unjust knoweth no shame” (Zeph.3:5).  God had protected 
Israel and cut off other nations “but they rose early and corrupted 
all their doings” (Zeph.3:6-7).

Israel had seen the judgment of God fall on other nations from the 
time they entered Canaan.  All the kingdoms of the land of Canaan 
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were exceedingly wicked.  They were immoral, idolatrous and 
offered their children as human sacrifices to their gods. They fell 
beneath the sword of Joshua and David because of such idolatry 
and wickedness.  The Lord said, 

“I have cut off the nations:  their towers are desolate;  I made their 
streets waste, that none passeth by...” (Zeph.3:6).

Yet Israel was engaging in the same sins for which other nations were 
destroyed! Israel was “corrupted” in “all their doings” (Zeph.3:7).

There are similarities with the condition of the world in our 
day.  Justice has failed, and the religious leaders are “froth 
and bubble”, deceiving and being deceived.  Christendom is 
polluted with idolatry, and ungodly behaviour.  The world is 
ripe; ready to be reaped and cast into the “winepress of the wrath 
of God” (Rev.14:19).  The time has come for judgment.

The Times of the Gentiles - When Israel WAITS for God

In fulfilment of Zephaniah’s prophecy Israel was carried away 
to Babylon for seventy years.  Many Jews never returned but a 
remnant came back with Zerubbabel to rebuild the Temple in 
536BC.  Others returned with Ezra and a few more much later with 
Nehemiah to rebuild the city.  Nevertheless, the nation never fully 
recovered and the throne of David ceased UNTIL “He come whose 
right it is” (Ezek.21:27).  Amos looked forward to a future day when 
the throne will be restored for God has said:

“In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and 
close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will 
build it as in the days of old” (Amos 9:11).

This period, when there is no throne of David, is when Gentiles 
occupied Jerusalem and was called “the times of the Gentiles” by 
the Lord when He foretold the destruction of Jerusalem.  He said:

“And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away 
captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 21:24).

To Zephaniah God said:
“Therefore WAIT YE upon (for) me, saith the LORD, UNTIL the 
day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather 
the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them 
mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be 
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devoured with the fire of my jealousy. For then will I turn (restore) to 
the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of 
the LORD, to serve him with one consent” (Zeph.3:8-9).

God had waited 800 years from when Israel became a nation 
until when Babylon invaded Judah, and the nation had proved 
unfaithful.  NOW Israel would have to WAIT until God was ready 
to bless them.  That time would come when the Gentiles were ripe 
for judgment in the Great Tribulation and at the same time, Israel 
will seek the Lord.

There is a long time gap  in Zephaniah 3:8 during which the Jews 
would have no king, Jerusalem would be trodden down by Gentiles, 
Israel would be blinded and scattered among the nations.  Our KJV 
Bible reads, ““Therefore WAIT YE upon me, saith the LORD” but the 
correct reading is, “Therefore WAIT YE FOR me, saith the LORD”.

The “times of the Gentiles” began when the Babylonians burned 
Jerusalem in 586BC.  After the Babylonians there came the Persians, 
the Greeks, and the Romans all of whom occupied Jerusalem.

After the destruction of Jerusalem in AD70 and AD135, Jerusalem 
saw various Gentile powers in control of the city.  There has been 
the Byzantine Empire, the Arabs, the Ottoman Turks, the British;  all 
of these controlled Jerusalem and although Israel is again a nation 
among the nations of the world, Jerusalem is still considered an 
“international city” by most countries.  The “times of the Gentiles” is 
still running its course and there is no king on the throne of David.

The “times of the Gentiles” will conclude when the Lord returns 
and Antichrist is expelled from Jerusalem and cast into the lake 
of fire.  Already the “times of the Gentiles” has run more than 2,600 
years just as Zephaniah prophesied when he said:

“Therefore WAIT ye for me, saith the LORD, UNTIL the day that I 
rise up to the prey...” (Zeph.3:8).

Again and again God strove with Israel and they turned their backs 
on the Lord.  The sin of Manasseh could not be forgiven and God 
said to Israel, “You can WAIT for me” UNTIL I rise up to judge the 
Gentile nations at the end of the age!

When God sent His beloved Son to the nation of Israel the leaders  
rejected Him and were blinded in fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy 
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(Isa.6:9-12).  The first task of the Church after the day of Pentecost 
was to call Israel to repentance but again the Jews hardened their 
hearts and Paul reminded them of Isaiah’s prophecy in Acts 28:25-
27.  Israel has been waiting for God to “rise up to the prey” and 
judge the Gentile nations and when that time comes, Israel will 
seek the Lord.  The long WAIT will be over in God’s time when 
Gog leads the Russian/Islamic Alliance into the land of Israel 
and a few years later, Antichrist is cast into the lake of fire.

God has been longsuffering with the Gentiles and for nearly 2,000 
years the Holy Spirit has been working through the Church, calling 
out a people to the name of the Lord Jesus but the time when the 
Gentiles will be judged is drawing near.

The Pure Hebrew Language Revived in the Last Days

“All the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy. For 
THEN will I turn (restore) to the people a pure language, that 
they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one 
consent” (Zeph.3:8-9).

God has indicated that there is a future day when He will judge 
all the nations on earth and at that time, He will turn to Israel who 
will be speaking a “pure language”.  Throughout the centuries the 

Jews have spoken a mixed language, Yiddish, 
and when Ben Yehuda (1858-1922) tried to 
reintroduce Hebrew as the spoken language 
of the Jews he was persecuted.  He battled 
tuberculosis, his first wife died, and he had to 
escape from the Ottoman Turks and Germans 
in WWI to continue his work in America.  
When he died in 1922, tens of thousands of 
Jews honoured him and Hebrew was again the 
language of the Jews.   

At the Tower of Babel, God confused the languages of the people. 
Prior to Babel, “the whole earth was of one language, and of one 
speech” (Gen.11:1,6).  The construction of the Tower of Babel was 
expressly for the worship of the heavenly bodies; the sun, moon, 
and stars, and the godly line of Shem would not have been involved. 
They would therefore not have had their language confused.  
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On this basis, the Hebrew language was the language that God 
gave to Adam in the Garden of Eden; a pure language; all other 
languages were corruptions of the original language and it is 
significant that after centuries of time the Jews have revived the 
Hebrew language.

The Lord has said that in the day that He arises to judge the nations 
He will “turn (restore) to the people a pure language”.  We therefore 
conclude that, with Israel back in the land and Hebrew being their 
national language, we must be drawing close to the end of the age 
when Israel will turn to the Lord Jesus. This time is no doubt the 
Great Tribulation for it embraces the whole world for God says, “All 
the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy” (Zeph.3:10).

Return from Beyond the Rivers of Ethiopia

It will be at that time, the time of the Tribulation, that all Israel will 
“call upon the name of the 
Lord, to serve him with 
one consent” (Zeph.3:9).   
It will also be the time 
that God will bring the 
scattered tribes of Israel 
back to the land:

“From beyond the 
rivers of Ethiopia my 
suppliants, even the 
daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering” (Zeph.3:10).

When the Bible speaks of Ethiopia it does not mean the country of 
Ethiopia as we know it.  Biblical Ethiopia lay at the southern border 
of Egypt which today appears on our maps as Northern Sudan.  
However it probably included all the land south of Egypt along the 
Blue Nile and White Nile and would include present-day Ethiopia.

Already the Jews of Ethiopia are being gathered back to Israel and 
thus far there have been three waves of migration.  The Israeli 
Government officially recognizes them as Jews and has provided 
airlifts to bring them out of Ethiopia.  

i) The First Wave returned between 1934 and 1960.

ii) The Second Wave returned between 1961 and 1975.

iii) The Third Wave returned between 1975 and 1990
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Since 1993 there has been a trickle of Ethiopian Jews brought back by 
the Israeli Government subject to political developments in Israel.   
In 2011 there were approximately 125,000 Beta Israel refugees in 
Israel.  These came from about 500 small villages in N-W Ethiopia 
and claim to be a part of the “lost 10 tribes”.

When Sudan was granted independence after WWII the new 
Islamic Government persecuted the Jews and by the 1960s most 
Jews had migrated to Israel. 

The general return of the Jews to the land that began with the birth 
of the Zionist Movement in 1881 has increased, but it is a return 
in unbelief as foretold in Ezekiel chapter 36.  The present return 
is in preparation for the day when Israel will be invaded from 
the north by Russia and her Islamic allies as described in Ezekiel 
chs.38 & 39.  That event will be in the first half of the seven-year 
Tribulation and at that time the whole surviving nation will turn 
to Christ (Joel 2:15-21).

The Conversion and Blessing of Israel  

The conversion of Israel will be at great cost and only one third of 
the nation will survive in the land (Zech.13:8-9).  Thus God says:

“I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, 
and they shall trust in the name of the LORD” (Zeph.3:12). 

The first thing the Lord will do after He returns to earth will be to 
gather His elect (chosen) nation from “the four winds, from one end 
of heaven to the other” (Matt.24:31).  Every Jew will be brought back 
from the nations and God will leave “none of them any more there” 
(Ezek.39:28).

A wonderful future awaits the remnant of Israel that survive the 
Great Tribulation.  Never again will the nation stray from God, and 
Christ, the King of Israel, will dwell at Jerusalem reigning upon the 
throne of David as Gabriel promised to Mary (Luke 1:32-33). 

“The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither 
shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and 
lie down, and none shall make them afraid. 
Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all 
the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. The LORD hath taken away thy 
judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even 
the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more. 
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In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let 
not thine hands be slack. The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is 
mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in 
his love, he will joy over thee with singing” (Zeph.3:13-17).

The above prophecy has never been fulfilled.  When Christ came 
the first time the nation rejected Him as King.   On Palm Sunday, 
the multitude of disciples cried, “Blessed is the King of Israel that 
cometh in the name of the Lord” (John 12:13) in fulfilment of Zech.9:9:

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: 
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; 
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.”

Pilate asked Jesus, “Art thou the King of the Jews?”  But when Pilate 
asked, “Shall I crucify your King?  The chief priests answered, We have 
no king but Caesar” ( John 19:15).

Herod mocked Jesus as the King of Israel and placed on Him a 
royal robe saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  (John 19:3) and when 
Pilate again asked, “Art thou a king?” Jesus answered, “To this end 
was I born, and for this cause came I into the world...” (John 18:37).  The 
wise men had testified of His birth saying, “Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews...” (Matt.2:2).

On the cross, the soldiers placed a title, “JESUS OF NAZARETH 
THE KING OF THE JEWS...in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin” (John 
19:19-20)  while they mocked Him saying, “If thou be the King of the 
Jews, save thyself” (Luke 23:37).

Jesus was the son of David and soon will come to be given “the 
throne of his father David” (Luke 1:32) in the millennial kingdom; 
then Zephaniah’s prophecy will be fulfilled, “the king of Israel, 
even the LORD, is in the midst of thee” (Zeph.3:15). 

The Lord will judge the nations when Israel turns to the Lord in the 
Great Tribulation and when He returns, the throne of David will be 
established again.


